
HoCo Home Share
Connecting Homeowners and Renters with Care



Homeless Services

• Permanent Supportive 

Housing: long-term 

supportive housing

• Rapid Rehousing: rental 

assistance and intensive 

case management

• Family Home Start:  

rehouses families with 

children in HCPSS

Affordable Housing

• Bridges Alliance: 

affordable housing and 

support services

• Help End Homelessness 

Howard County: 

subsidized housing and 

support services

Home Sharing

HoCo Home Share 

• Facilitates home-sharing 

relationships

• Matches compatible 

homeowners and home 

seekers 

• Provides screenings of all 

participants

Serving Howard County since 1990



What is Home 
Sharing?

• Two unrelated people sharing a home

• Private space for each

• Shared access to agreed common areas

• Socializing not required

• Mutual respect and mutual benefit



How Common is Home Sharing?

May 2025

➢ 6.8 million U.S. residences now house unrelated adults

➢ Age 55+ segment accounts for 30% of the total and is growing fastest

Home Sharing Reaches All-Time High 
as Affordability Issues Linger



Challenges in Home Sharing

But…

What do you really know 

about the other person?



Home Sharing Programs Across the U.S.
Cook County

New Jersey HomeSharing, Inc.



HoCo Home Share

FREE program that matches homeowners who need rental income with 

home seekers who need rental housing.

Funded by

Operated by



What’s In It For You?

• Affordable housing option

• Screened, compatible housemate

• Clear home sharing expectations 

• Optional: Provide companionship and/or 

help around the home

• Rental income helps you age in place

• Screened, compatible housemate

• Clear home sharing expectations 

• Optional: Receive companionship and 

help around the home

Home SeekersHomeowners



Our Comprehensive Process

✓ Screened, compatible housemate

✓ Privacy protections

✓ Clear expectations upfront



Our Comprehensive Process

Participants create a profile 

with their preferences 

(about 50 questions).



Our Comprehensive Process

We conduct a 

free home inspection.



Our Comprehensive Process

We interview references 

and run background checks.



Our Comprehensive Process

Our smart matching software 

suggests compatible matches. 

We introduce them by email 

(without identifying info).



Our Comprehensive Process

We facilitate a 

get-acquainted meeting.



Our Comprehensive Process

Working with the homeowner, 

we conduct a home tour 

for the potential housemate

(in person or virtual).



Our Comprehensive Process

We help the matched 

housemates develop a lease 

and home sharing agreement. 



Our Comprehensive Process

After move in, free 

mediation support is available.



Our Comprehensive Process

✓ Screened, compatible housemate

✓ Privacy protections

✓ Clear expectations upfront



Core Commitments

• We collect only information needed for eligibility, screening, and matching.

• Participant data is never sold or rented.

• Identifying details are shared only after both participants agree to move forward.

• We use secure cloud storage, encryption, and two-factor authentication.

• Records are access-limited, securely stored, and kept only as long as needed.

Privacy, Confidentiality, and Data Security



✓ Screened, compatible choices

✓ Privacy protections

✓ Clear expectations upfront

✓ Support every step of the way

Let us help you find a great housemate!

Learn more and apply at 

https://www.bridges2hs.org/hoco-home-share

Contact us at 410-312-5760 x121

HoCo Home Share
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